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Pernyataan Artis
Semuanya bermula 24 jam perjalanan dari Heathrow Airport ke KLIA Malaysia untuk
bertemu ibu yang sakit tenat. Dalam tempoh itu persoalan tentang takdir, dosa,
pahala, hidup, mati, memori, fantasi semua bergerak seperti nonstop slideshow.
Tetapi satu imej yang kerap datang adalah kebun bunga kecil di hadapan rumah
aku, dimana setiap petang aku dan emak akan duduk dan memerhati burung mandi
dan menghayati segala ekosistem yang ada di taman kecil itu. Aku metaforakan
ekosistem taman yang sangat mikro, organik dan harmoni itu seperti perjalanan
minda aku sekarang, tetapi tidak seindah taman itu. Apa yang ada sekarang hanya
penuh tunggang-langgang dan tidak lagi dalam paksi atau trek yang sepatutnya.
Aku masih mencari keseimbangan antara kedua-dua elemen penting ini dan semua
karya-karya ini adalah salahsatu alat untuk aku mencapai keseimbangan antara
aspek fizikal dan rohani. BTW Nasimah Hj Abu Bakar telah meninggal tahun lepas.
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Artist Statement

Jungle and Cobblestones
Haffendi Anuar

It all started during the 24 hour flight from Heathrow to Malaysia’s KLIA to see my ill mother.
During the flight, I begin to question in the manner of a non-stop slideshow on topics such
as fate, sin, reward, life, death, memories and fantasies. One recurring image is the small
flower garden in front of my childhood home, in which every late afternoon, my mother
and I would sit and look at the birds bathing and appreciate the ecosystem of the little
garden. Currently, I imagine the garden’s microscopic, organic and harmonious ecosystem
as a cerebral journey though unfortunately it is not as beautiful as the real garden. What

Luvox is one of the brand names of Fluvoxamine, a type of antidepressant drug that the artist
has been taking since the early 2014. The medicine helps Hasanul Isyraf Idris to recover from
a dark moment in his life ignited by the unfortunate passing of his mother. The exhibition Back
from Planet Luvox (2014) is more than illustrating the bounce-back from life’s challenges that
was aided by a commercially-available drug, it is actually the artist’s attempt to understand his
collection of memories such as his time of living in London, teaching art in a secondary school in

we have now is no longer peaceful but is full of chaos and derailed from the appropriate

Sabah, Borneo and the wonderful time spent as a child with his mother. These memories and the

direction. I am still searching for the balance between the two - the two most important

feelings attached to them are translated into visually puzzling scenes composed of found and

elements in my practice – and my practice is one of the tools for me to achieve a balance

generated imageries and debris from the everyday.

between the physical and the spiritual. BTW Nasimah Hj Abu Bakar passed away last year.
Hasanul’s time in London was proven to be a fruitful experience. Initially a trip to accompany the
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artist’s wife while she is completing her doctorate studies, the artist took the opportunity to explore
the vast metropolis as well as understanding the complex art scenes. Through conversations with
local artists and frequenting public institutions like East London’s Whitechapel Gallery and other
commercial galleries around Cork Street, the artist come to realize the waning influence of the
YBAs, the strong conceptual authority from Conceptualism and Minimalism and the abundance of
challenging cross-disciplinary practices employing a variety of unconventional media.

His time of learning in London was unfortunately punctured by the declining health of his mother
and her eventual demise. As stated in the artist’s statement that after his mother’s death, Hasanul
begins to reminisce the time spent with her in the flower garden in front of his childhood home
and looking at the world passing by. Through reminiscing, he also contemplates on the meaning
of abstract philosophical concepts such as life and death, sin and reward and memories and
fantasies. The recollected memories have become passive content in his pictures.

His older series titled Clash of the Pigments (2011) interrogated the mechanics and systems of the
local art scene with works that suggested the struggles of a young Malay artist in a commercially driven
easel painting dominated art market. Melting alien characters and hazy scenes influenced by science
fiction films, lowbrow art and graphic novels connote to materials and formal elements from the tradition
and practice of painting. Therefore, the works in the series are more focused and attempt to produce a
personal statement on the state of the art scene. Back from Planet Luvox’s references are more wideranging. Though more cryptic in its meaning, the works are introspective in nature and are products of
the artist’s reminiscing his experiences and memories.
His time in East Malaysia teaching art in a government school and befriending locals working in bars and
performing in local bands allowed him to view a different side of life. Away from the busy and distracting
city, the slow pace of life in a small town and befriending individuals living on the edge of society helped
him to contemplate on the meaning and purpose of life.
Though the time spent in Borneo proved to be unproductive on one level in which he produced only one
finished work, the memories and sketches he created, as well as the collection of physical materials such
as the bottle caps from the bar below his apartment become source materials and inspiration for future
works. In Summer Predator (2014), the undefined lion-like creature influenced by his recent short trip
to Bali is adorned with the collected bottle caps from Borneo, along with rhinestones and glitter display
Hasanul’s skill with merging cultural motifs with collected commercial signs.
The exhibition could be read as a kind of ‘pit stop’ in which the artist recollects and re-examines his
practice and life. The varying polar experiences and life-changing moments have been translated into
complex psychedelic works on paper that juggle an extensive vocabulary of images such as web, skeletons,
primates, invertebrates, flying mammals and sea creatures composed out of an equally eclectic choice of
materials such as glass paint, enamel paint, glitter, rhinestones, acrylic, ink and aluminium bottle caps.
These gatherings on paper of signs and symbols appear as an attempt to marry grand philosophical ideas
with visuals sourced from urban popular sub-cultures.

Flower Fairies of the Summer
Flower Fairies of the Summer (detail)

2012
Mixed media on paper
122 x 158 cm

Wiskey Selasih Invasion
Wiskey Selasih Invasion (detail)

2012
Mixed media on paper
113 x 149 cm

Down to the Garden to Pray
Down to the Garden to Pray (detail)

2014
Mixed media on paper
79 x 139 cm

Incredible Fusion Party
Incredible Fusion Party (detail)

2012
Mixed media on paper
66 x 139 cm

I’m Kali Duphar the Spaceman

Prozac, Luvox and Everything Nice

2012
Mixed media on paper
59 x 71.5 cm

2012
Mixed media on paper
66.5 x 69 cm

Super Rainbow Value Pack Cancer

Twirl and Pain

2014
Mixed media on paper
81 x 139 cm

2014
Acrylic, enamel paint, rhinestones and glitter on paper
137 x 134 cm

The Very Hungry Caterpillar
The Very Hungry Caterpillar (detail)

2014
Mixed media on paper
105 x 140 cm

DIY Mellow Dominos
2014
Ink, enamel paint, acrylic and rhinestones on paper
45 x 140.7 cm

Mellow Speeders
2014
Ink, enamel paint and rhinestones on paper
45 x 140.7 cm

American Heroes

While Shepherds Watch Their Flocks by Night

Bigger than Both of Us

I’d like to Teach Satan to Sing

2012
Acrylic on vinyl cover
31.5 x 31.5 cm

2012
Acrylic on vinyl cover
31.5 x 31.5 cm

2012
Acrylic on vinyl cover
31.5 x 31.5 cm

2012
Acrylic on vinyl cover
31.5 x 31.5 cm

Killer on the Rampage

Peace in the Valley

Liberation

My Friend the Wind

2012
Acrylic on vinyl cover
31.5 x 31.5 cm

2012
Acrylic on vinyl cover
31.5 x 31.5 cm

2012
Acrylic on vinyl cover
31.5 x 31.5 cm

2012
Acrylic on vinyl cover
31.5 x 31.5 cm

DIY Empire Happiness

Weaving Vomit

2014
Mixed media on paper
139 x 81 cm

2014
Enamel paint, rhinestones and ink on paper
41.5 x 34 .5 cm

Agent Zoloft Again

Agent Zoloft

2014
Enamel paint, rhinestones and glitter on paper
41.5 x 34.5 cm

2014
Enamel paint, rhinestones and glitter on paper
41.5 x 34 .5 cm

Melting Flower

Freddy and His Flying Cabbage

2014
Enamel paint, aluminum bottle caps, rhinestones and glitter on paper
41.5 x 34.5 cm

2014
Enamel paint, glitter and rhinestones on paper
41.5 x 34 .5 cm

Summer Predator

Kali Duphar

2014
Enamel paint, rhinestones, glitter and aluminium bottle caps on paper
41.5 x 34.5 cm

2014
Enamel paint, rhinestones, aluminium bottle cap, glitter and ink on paper
41.5 x 34.5 cm
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Hasanul Isyraf Idris
Hasanul Isyraf Idris (b. 1978, Malaysia) was trained at Mara University of Technology, UiTM,
in Perak. He has received a number of awards, including the Young Contemporary Arts Award
in 2007 at the National Visual Arts Gallery, the Incentive Award at the Open Show held at the
Shah Alam Gallery and the Consolation Prize for the Young Talent Art Exhibition at the Penang
Art Gallery. A highly elusive artist, Hasanul shuns attending openings and attempts to work
anonymously in the art scene.
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Hasanul produces works in a variety of media, from paintings and meticulously crafted
drawings to painted oven-baked clay sculptures. Mining inspiration from within, he articulates
his personal struggles as an artist by personifying them as strange characters that inhabit his
invented universes. Influenced by the graphics of underground comic books, 1960s science
fiction, fast food, and street art and fashion, he juggles pop-culture references with a personal
viewpoint. Recurring topics in his practice are the meaning of life and death, memories and
fantasies and sin and reward.
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