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Introduction
by Christiaan Haridas

In Volume Eleven, Ghazali unveils his ‘Cut Paintings’ series which combines 
geometric abstraction with traditional fabrics from the Malay ethnic 
groups of Indonesia and Malaysia. Cutting into fabrics from traditional 
costumes, typically used in festive and religious ceremonies, and also 
painted canvases, Ghazali arranges these cut pieces in a series of folds 
and layers, that creates a single vertical slit down the middle of the 
composition. Upon closer inspection, this chasm is made with disparate 
fabrics placed askew – subtle shifts in fabric grain and dye provide 
aesthetic pleasure; hemlines and shadows from folds and layers create 
bold lines.

Viewers are presented with hints of the artist’s aesthetic responses via 
the act of cutting and the progressive layering of materials. The process 
acts as a function of Ghazali’s suggestions embedded in the work and the 
connections pursued to provide knowledge about his past experiences 
and affective state. The layered elements are juxtaposed clearly, 
suggesting a sense of story and inviting connection.

Underlyingly, it reaches into the unconscious to reveal personal meaning 
for Ghazali within his ethno-political conflict for diasporic identity. As such, 
the body of work serves as a cathartic process for Ghazali as a conduit to 
seek balance between anarchy and peace. On one side, Ghazali focuses 
on the balance of materials, colour and form in the midst of presenting 
scrupulously clean skew lines, but they can also be read as a rupture in 
an otherwise perfect state – they are a reflection of his own dissidence 
and oblique perspectives.
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Geylang

2020
Malay ‘Sarung’ Fabric (Made in Indonesia),
Malay ‘Samping’ Fabric (Made in Malaysia), 
cotton, canvas, and acrylic
100 x 120 cm
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Malay Boy

2019
Prayer Mat (Made in Turkey), flax,
cotton, canvas, linen, and acrylic
100 x 140 cm
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Kuda Kepang

2019
Malay ‘Sarung’ Fabric (Made in Indonesia), 
cotton, canvas, flax, linen, and acrylic
140 x 100 cm
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Pukul Tujuh

2019
Samping fabric (Made in Malaysia), Sarung fabric 
(Made in Indonesia), acrylic, canvas and cotton
110 x 110 cm
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Rokok

2020
Samping fabric (Made in Malaysia), Sarung fabric 
(Made in Indonesia), acrylic, canvas, flax and 
cotton
100 x 140 cm
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Untitled

2020
Malay ‘Sarung’ Fabric (Made in Indonesia), 
cotton, canvas, flax, and acrylic
86 x 51 cm



20 21

Mahu

2019
Samping fabric (Made in Malaysia), Sarung fabric (Made in 
Indonesia), acrylic, canvas, cotton, flax and linen
110 x 110 cm
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Mesti

2019
Samping fabric (Made in Malaysia), Sarung fabric 
(Made in Malaysia), acrylic, canvas, flax and cotton
40 x 50 cm
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Salam

2020
Samping fabric (Made in Malaysia), Batik fabric (Made in Indonesia), 
Sarung fabric (Made in Indonesia), acrylic, canvas, flax and cotton
140 x 100 cm
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Telanjang Empat

2020
Samping fabric (Made in Malaysia), sarung fabric 
(Made in Malaysia), acrylic, canvas, flax and cotton
50 x 87 cm
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Telanjang Enam

2020
Sarung fabric (Made in Malaysia), 
acrylic, canvas, flax and cotton
50 x 87 cm
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Details of Rokok (2020)
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Biography

Ash Ghazali (b. 1975, Singapore) has been involved with creative projects 
for more than two decades with an acclaimed multi-disciplinary career 
in advertising. Ghazali is now a visual artist based in Kilburn, London. 
Ghazali’s series of Cut Paintings combines geometric abstraction with 
cultural materials from his native home of Singapore. Cutting into 
fabrics from traditional costumes, typically used in festive and religious 
ceremonies, and also painted canvases, Ghazali arranges these cut pieces 
in a series of folds and layers, that creates a single vertical slit down the 
middle of the composition. Upon closer inspection this chasm is made 
with disparate fabrics placed askew—subtle shifts in fabric grain and dye 
provide aesthetic pleasure; hemlines and shadows from folds and layers 
create bold lines. On one level, the Cut Paintings series focuses on the 
balance of materials, colour and form, but they can also be read as a 
rupture in an otherwise perfect state — they are a reflection of Ghazali’s 
own dissidence and oblique perspectives.

Education
1999	 Diploma	with	Merit,	Visual	Communication,	

Temasek Polytechnic, Singapore

Solo Exhibitions
2021 Volume Eleven, Richard Koh Fine Art, Gillman 

Barracks, Singapore

2018 Silent in the Petrifying Silence, Telok Ayer Arts Club, 
Singapore

Advertising Career
Present	 Ashcorp	Creative	Ltd

2017	 Creative	Director,	WIEDEN+KENNEDY	London

2015	 Creative	Director,	GREY	London

2014	 Creative	Director,	BETC	London

2010	 Creative	Director,	BBH	London

2008	 Creative	Director,	BBH	Singapore

2005	 Digital	Creative,	OgilvyOne	Singapore

1999	 Senior	Art	Director,	Ogilvy	Singapore

Advertising Awards
2017	 Creative	Circle	Awards	London,	3	Golds,	2	Silvers	

& 2 Bronzes

	 British	Royal	Arrows,	London,	Silver

2012	 Cannes	Lion,	Grand	Prix

	 Clio,	Silver

	 Campaign	Big	UK,	Silver

2011	 Cannes	Lion,	Gold

	 Campaign	Big	UK,	Gold	&	Silver

2008	 Cannes	Lion,	1	Gold	&	Bronze

	 Clio,	2	Silvers	&	1	Bronze

2007	 One	Show,	3	Golds	&	1	Silver

	 Cannes	Lion,	1	Gold	&	1	Silver

 D&AD, Pencil

2006	 One	Show,	Silver	&	Bronze

	 Cannes	Lion,	Bronze

 D&AD, Pencil

2004	 One	Show	Interactive,	Gold

	 Clio,	Silver	&	Bronze

	 New	York	Festival,	Gold	&	Bronze

	 Creative	Circle	Awards	Singapore,	1	Gold,	2	
Silvers,	3	&	Bronze

	 DM	Asia	Awards,	Best	of	Show,	1	Gold	&	1	Silver

2000 Cannes	Lion	2000,	2001,	Silver	&	Finalist

	 One	Show	2002

	 One	Show	2000

	 D&D	2003

	 Clio	2000,	1	Silver,	1	Bronze	&	6	Finalists

	 Creative	Circle	Awards	2001,	2	Silvers	&	1	
Bronze



Founded in 2005, with spaces in Kuala 
Lumpur, Bangkok and Singapore, Richard 
Koh Fine Art is committed to the promotion 
of Southeast Asian contemporary art 
on regional and international platforms. 
Centred around a core belief in developing 
an artist’s career, the gallery looks to identify 
understated, albeit promising practices, 
and providing it opportunities to flourish. 
Through its regular exhibition cycles, print & 
digital publications and cross-border gallery 
collaborations, Richard Koh Fine Art engages 
the art community with the aim of developing 

regional and intercultural dialogue. 
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