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Elephant Utopia

In the film The Wizard of Oz (1939), a scene in which the party 
consisting of Dorothy and her Oz friends is standing on the red 
brick road with the glittering Emerald City in the background 
has been embedded in my memory as an image of urban pros-
perity, development, progress and as well as a visual interpre-
tation of  “power” achieved through vertical phallic objects. 
The skyline of the Emerald City in the image, though seductive 
and mesmerizing is seen devoid of human presence and could 
be read somewhat cold and distant. Elephant Utopia and my 
other recent works, which examine and make-use the formal 
language of modernism in Western art history as well as Islam-
ic art and how it could verbalize the “impression” of modern-
ization in Malaysia and Kuala Lumpur. Recent installations and 
sculptures borrow the format of the city skyline as well as archi-
tectural elements to create fictional urban scapes composed 
of geometric patterns that are informed by grill works that veil 
most doors and windows in rough city neighborhoods in Kua-
la Lumpur in which my studio is situated in one of them. As a 
whole, Elephant Utopia attempts to bridge the idea of modern 
progress with deprived realities and alludes to the facade of 
progress in the developing Malaysia by the means of visual and 
physical symbols that are actually empty and burdensome. 
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Haffendi Anuar (b. 1985, Malaysia) is an artist based in Kuala Lumpur. He produces sculptures, paintings 
and drawings. He did his International Baccalaureate certificate in art at the International School of Kuala 
Lumpur, his foundation at the Rhode Island School of Design in Providence and his BA honors at Central 
Saint Martins College of Art and Design in London. In between his studies, he worked as a model maker 
at T.R Hamzah and Yeang in KL, studied Mandarin in China, worked in art galleries in London and Kuala 
Lumpur and assisted artists in studios in London.
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