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ARTIST STATEMENT

In printmaking, matrix is the term used 

to describe the elements from which 

prints are made. It is usually used in 

contemporary prints. According to 

dictionary.com, matrix is something that 

constitutes the place or point from which 

something else originates, takes from or 

develops.

Traditionally in printmaking, the surface 

of the matrix includes wood, metal, 

rubber, stone, potato and some types 

of collagraph. As in my artwork, I am 

creating remembrance through my 

involvement in the art scene since the 

year of 2005. Following to the year from 

my graduation from the art school, 

majoring in printmaking. Since then, I 

have made printmaking as my practice 

in my artworks. As many of the other 

artists in Malaysia, I am struggling with 

numerous of things and one of it is 

the workspace, facilities and materials 

limitation. Therefore, as I try to solve my 

difficulty, I am looking into my daily life 

essentials and gathering objects that 

surrounding me and making experiments 

in order to explore the materials and how 

the objects turn out to be the matrix and 

bringing it in firm contact with the paper 

or canvas.

By using the objects that I associate 

in my daily routine, I create my works 

with a heightened sense of desolation, 

in my own narratives, that’s how I am 

recording the condition in which things 

are happening all around me. The 

process of transferring the remembrance 

in my artworks, in a way, reflecting my 

personalities and a temporary state of 

mind and feeling about each of the object. 

A new composition sees the inclusion of 

the objects silhouette, transforming my 

emotion characters into an improvised 

visual. What I wanted to convey are the 

experience of survival, the emotional 

and the truth. The artwork reflected my 

spiritual, physical and living conditions 

during my moment of surviving. 

Faizal Yunus

2016



Fluctuating between figuration and 

abstraction, painting and printing 

making, Faizal Yunus’s new works in 

“Matrix” embraces obscurity and 

familiarity as signs and visual elements. 

Textures and forms of various everyday 

items become an important visual 

vocabulary that are either legible 

from first encounter or are required 

some time to decipher. Pieces in the 

exhibition displays exploration on the 

possibility of a printmaking technique 

that is approached through spontaneity 

and play. Each image produced is an 

amalgamation of the materials that are 

available within proximity of the artist 

and his current mental state at that 

time of making conflating the world of 

objects to the world of images. 

Printmaking to Faizal serves as a form 

of documentation, albeit a personal 

one that imprints his emotions and 

mental state during the process of 

making as well as a way to understand 

his immediate environment through 

materials. He studied printmaking 

at UiTM, in Shah Alam, Malaysia, 

graduating in 2012. While in university, 

his works concentrated mostly on 

current local issues and explored 

conventional printmaking techniques 

such as woodcut and linocut. After 

completing his studies, Faizal continued 

to focus on printmaking while working 

in a commercial art gallery in Kuala 

Lumpur as a gallery assistant. With 

limited resources, Faizal approached 

printmaking in an economical manner 

therefore motivating him to use 

unconventional materials as substitute 

printing plates. Instead of the orthodox 

printmaking techniques that would 

require extensive tools and an adequate 

workshop space, Faizal would use objects 

taken from the everyday as mark- making 

tools and would approach the printing 

process in a more fluid and flexible 

manner. Pieces of cardboard, plastic 

bags, bubble wrap, strings and rubber 

bands are some of the materials that are 

juxtaposed in his dense compositions. 

The materials are sometimes broken up 

into pieces, folded or crumpled, further 

expanding the visual language of the 

materials’ physicality. When the imprints 

of the surfaces are juxtaposed next to 

each other, contrast in terms of patterns 

is evident, for example, between the 

surfaces of the imprinted green bubble 

wrap pieces and the drank green ghostly 

plastic ribbon in Halcyon (2016). 

With an approach similar to automatism, 

Faizal would work spontaneously and 

intuitively in a printing method that 

echoes monoprinting, a technique that 

produces a distinctively unique image 

for each print. The printing process 

starts with the artist experimenting the 

different material’s potential as a printing 

surface or a matrix. The objects are then 

arranged on a designated flat surface 

into a composition before a layer of oil- ‐

based ink is generously applied on them. 

The ink- ‐coated objects are then traced 

to a support medium, usually a piece of 

paper or a primed canvas.  The image 

produced, which at times appears like a 

Xerox mirror image, traces the materials 

contours and silhouettes; which are 

sometimes abstract while at times more 

legible. Some of the images are visually 

seductive due the material’s complexity 

and textures but as one attempts to 

enter the picture’s illusionary space, 

one is greeted by a duplicated image, 

a ghost of the flattened materials, 

pulling back the viewer to the materials’ 

surfaces that is shaped by force.  

One discerning aspect of Faizal’s works 

in “Matrix” is how mundane materials 

are able to conjure fascinating imprints 

and ghost images of themselves just 

based on their physicality and materials’ 

composite. The works also illustrate how 

a resourceful artist could approach art 

making economically while being able 

to get a breath of nuances and visual 

sensitivities from limited means. 

Haffendi Anuar
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ARTWORKS



IONIC
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
153 X 121 cm



BLUEISH
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
153 X 121 cm



GROOVE
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
122 x 102 cm 

BRIGHTLY
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
122 x 102 cm 



LARK
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
122 x 102 cm 

HALCYON
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
122 x 102 cm 



CADENCE
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
122 x 102 cm 



KUNYUT
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
102 x 122 cm 



IN SPACE
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
122 x 102 cm 

BLOOM
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
122 x 102 cm 



JUBILANT I
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
102 x 122 cm 



JUBILANT II
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
122 x 102 cm 



TWAIN
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
124 x 204 cm, diptych



L & P (LOVE & PEACE)
2016
Oil based ink on canvas
124 x 204 cm, diptych



PORTAL
2016
Oil based ink, fabric dye 
and acrylic on canvas
228 x 306 cm 



Education

2012 B.A (Hons) in Fine Art (Printmaking) University  
 Technology Mara, Shah Alam, Selangor, Malaysia

2010 Diploma in Fine Art, University Technology Mara,  
 Machang, Kelantan, Malaysia

Solo Exhibitions

2016  Matrix, Richard Koh Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Selected Exhibitions

2016  Malaysian Art, A New Perpective, Richard Koh Fine Art,  
 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

 Art for Charity Exhibition, Eyes Art Gallery, Alam Impian,  
 Shah Alam, Malaysia

2015  French Malaysian Young Artist Award, National Visual Art  
 Gallery, Kuala Lumpur

2014  Islamic Art Exhibition, MAA Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur,  
 Malaysia

2013  Start Carnival Art Exhibition, Menara Mara,  
 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

 Degree Showcase, University Technology Mara, Shah Alam,  
 Selangor, Malaysia

2012  Urban Art, Pelita Hati Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

 Rubanization Art Show, Galeri Seni Tuanku Nur Zahirah  
 University Technology Mara, Malaysia

2011  Open Show, Galeri Shah Alam, Selangor, Malaysia

2010  Diploma Showcase, University Technology Mara,  
 Machang, Kelantan, Malaysia

 Pantera Muda Printmaking Show, Universiti Sains  
 Malaysia (USM) Pulau Pinang. 

 

Faizal Yunus (b. 1989) graduated from 
UiTM with a bachelor degree in Fine 
Art in 2012, majoring in printmaking 
techniques. He has participated in 
a number of group exhibitions in 
Malaysia since 2010. Origin from 
Pahang, he now lives and works in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Faizal Yunus



Richard Koh Fine Art has been in operation since 2005 
and is regarded as a pioneer for introducing Southeast Asian 
contemporary art to Malaysia and the region. Promoting 
an adventurous roster of emerging and established artists, the 
gallery regularly mounts exhibitions locally and abroad with a 
commitment to emerging practices and challenging media. 

Copyright © 2016 
Richard Koh Fine Art

All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronically, including 
photocopy, recording or any information storage 
and retrieval system, without the prior consent 
from the artist and gallery.

Publication © 2016 
Richard Koh Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur

All images courtesy of Richard Koh Fine Art and the artist, Faizal Yunus

This catalog is published to accompany a
solo exhibition by Faizal Yunus titled Matrix 
at Richard Koh Fine Art, Lot No. 2F-3, Level 2, Bangsar Village II,
Jalan Telawi 1, Bangsar Baru,59100 Kuala Lumpur
from 22 November - 5 December 2016.

T +60 (03) 2283 3677 
F +60 (03) 2283 4677

BVII

Lot No. 2F-3, Level 2 Bangsar Village II 
Jalan Telawi 1, Bangsar Baru 
59100 Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia

T +60 (03) 2095 3300 
 @ info@rkfineart.com

229

229 Jalan Maarof 
Bukit Bandaraya, Bangsar 
59100 Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia

SINGAPORE OFFICE

10 Ubi Crescent 
#04-99 Ubi Techpark
Lobby E Singapore 
408564

RICHARD KOH FINE ART




