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OPTIMISM IS RIDICULOUS: The work of Natee Utarit
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hen you ask ‘what is art?’, there are sure

to be many answers. Some people believe

it’s an aesthetic that adds value to life,
others may think it’s way to find meaning. For Natee
Utarit, art is created to answer questions that arise in
the context of time. “Some of the things I thought in
the past are now unusable. For instance, my work in
2016 Altarpieces is something I will never do again.
If you force me to do it, I may be able to create
something similar, but not at the same level in which
that piece developed. That’s why when one artwork
is done, it is really done. We can’t go back. I want to
move on and find something else,” says Natee. This
may be one of the reasons why his work is sought by
collectors from all over the world.

Natee Utarit is a contemporary artist who
has exhibited at galleries and museums all over the
world. His style is a blend of classic European art
and modern media, often containing metaphors
and implications. His latest work follows this
same theme. “Optimism is Ridiculous - The
Altarpieces takes into account the influence of
modern colonisation in Southeast Asia. I think
today is the same as it was a hundred years ago,
but the techniques are different. Human nature
makes us prioritise positivity and think negativity
is unproductive. However, I believe many important
ideas came from negative thinking. Therefore,
optimism is ridiculous if you only see things from
only one perspective.”

Although this work comes in the form of
Christian altarpieces, Natee says for him this is a
universal visual language, “You don’t need to be
Christian to understand this. Like seeing a foreign
film, we are able to still get the meaning by simply
watching. It doesn’t matter if it’s an eastern or
western film, we use human understanding to
decipher it. The language of art is the same.”



