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The Camouflaged Man is someone you probably 
know. He doesn’t appear to be much different from 
the men you see on the street. Except that he is. 
This disparity might subject him to a harsh and 
authoritarian treatment; but The Camouflaged 
Man acknowledges the unchangeable nature of his 
circumstances, and he fully accepts that this is how 
life is like for him. 
To survive life, The Camouflaged Man blends in 
with his surrounding environment; and this is how 
he remains unseen. Various methods are used to 
achieve this; sometimes by occupying and utilizing 
obscure, shadowy spaces to be away from the 
publics’ eye, while at other times, through the use 
of mimicry.
Obscure, shadowy nook and crannies of buildings 
have become spaces that provide refuge for The 
Camouflaged Man.  These are sanctuaries that 
would allow for the privacy and freedom for him to 
breathe and frolic with others like himself.
Through Mimicry, The Camouflaged Man hides 
himself by mimicking the gestures and the  behavioral 
cues of a different man. This man is someone who is 
far more acceptable, favorable, desirable, and more 
likely to survive than The Camouflaged Man could 
ever hope to be, if he were to present his true nature 
to the world.
This everyday play-acting not only serves to appease 
the ones whom The Camouflaged Man wishes 
to gain approval from; it also, in turn, helps The 
Camouflaged Man to obtain peace with himself. 

Faris Nakamura
Singapore, 2018

The Camouflaged Man:
Invisibility &Mimicry 
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Only You Know
2018
Matt enamel on treated wood
50 x 40 x 40 cm
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Remnants of a Place I
2018
Enamel on treated wood, acrylic 
sheet, metal pieces, mirror 
21 x 25 x 15 cm
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Remnants of a Place II
2018
Enamel on treated wood, acrylic 
sheet, metal pieces, mirror 
21 x 25 x 15 cm
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Remnants of a Place III
2018
Enamel on treated wood, acrylic 
sheet, metal pieces, mirror 
21 x 25 x 15 cm
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Sit This Way, They Say
2018
Matt enamel on treated wood, plaster 
90 x 65 x 25 cm
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Stand That Way, They Say
2018
Matt enamel on treated wood, plaster 
70 x 130 x 25 cm
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Somewhere Between Not Yet and No Longer
2018
Enamel on treated wood
80 x 120 x 11 cm
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2015 	 Art Bounties, Central Public Library, Singapore 

	 Art of Our City: Young Singaporean Artist, The Art 
Space@Suntec, Singapore 
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Faris Nakamura (b.1988, Singapore) graduated with Bachelor in Fine 
Arts (First Class Honours) from LASALLE College of the Arts in 
partnership with Goldsmiths, College of London in 2014.

Through sculptures, installations and site-specific works, Faris 
investigates the way people navigate and orientate themselves as 
they encounter space. He desires to understand their attachments and 
detachments towards space, how these develop, and their impact.  

Faris was most recently awarded the Young Talent Programme 
Winners’ Solo, 2017/2018. He was the Grand Winner at the Shitsurai 
International Art Competition, Kobe Biennale, 2015 and the Winston 
Oh Travel Award recipient, 2013.

Faris has exhibited both locally and internationally. He has showcased 
at venues such as The Substation (Singapore), ION Art (Singapore), 
Scotts Square (Singapore), Gillman Barracks (Singapore), Kobe 
Biennale (Japan), Georgetown Festival (Penang, Malaysia) FASS Art 
Gallery (Turkey), and Palazzo Ca’ Zanardi, (Venice).

It is also notable that Faris is a flautist and has performed at venues 
such as the Esplanade Concert Hall and the Victoria Concert Hall 
(Singapore).

Faris Nakamura



26 27

T    +60 (03) 2095 3300 
 @     info @ rkfineart.com

T    +66 2037 6944 
 @     projects@ rkfineart.com

KUALA LUMPUR

BANGKOK

229 Jalan Maarof 
Bukit Bandaraya, Bangsar 
59100 Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia

Unit A, 3rd Floor, 
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Narathiwas Road Soi 22, Chong Nonsi, 
Yannawa, 109210 Bangkok, Thailand

SINGAPORE
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Richard Koh Fine Art has been in operation 
since 2005 and is regarded as a pioneer for 
introducing contemporary art to Malaysia 
and the region. Promoting an adventurous 
roster of emerging and established artists, 
the gallery regularly mounts exhibitions 
locally and abroad with a commitment to 
emerging practices and challenging media.
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