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The stylistic nuances of Phuthip's practice is encapsulated within
the traditions of Fantasy semi-abstract art which is renowned for
its multiple entry points of interpretation. Phuthip works are steep
in binaries; discipline and chaos, perfection and imperfection,
etc, and located in-between these binaries is Phuthip's primary
artistic concern of balance.

Imagination Sanctuary is Phuthip Chantaraksa latest series of
works in which is framed within art writer, Walter Schurian’s
emphatic declaration, “A place of imagination is at the edge
of truth”, published in his 2005 book entitled; Fantastic Art. It
passionately discusses the notions of ‘truth’ in art and its various
levels of acceptance. In this body of works, Phuthip pursues
this notion through his reinterpretation of ‘reality’ via his visual
constructs, pushing through the comfort zones of psychological
familiarity within the human mind. Formsin his pictorial plane are
at times both familiar and foreign, derived from his immediacy of
varied brush stroke techniques, capturing the mental state of his
execution. Color also plays an important role in hisartmaking and
is employed to depict certain notions of ‘truth’ and in particular,
bold and bright colors are utilized to activate the ‘imaginative
nerves' of viewers. These conceptual underpinnings mMmanifest
itself into a stylistic form of semi-abstraction that is unique to
Phuthip's art practice.

Ifthe conceptoftruthisregardedasahumanconstruct, thenwhat
is deem as truth? Are there social perimeters that dictate truth?

In Imagination Sanctuary, Phuthip investigates the boundaries
of this debate via the mechanics of imagination in artmaking. By
extension, the works in this exhibition invites viewers to ponder
if ‘truth’ lies within the canvas or in the recesses of the human
mind.

Stylistically,Phuthipismuchinformedbytheartisticcharacteristics
of American Abstract Expressionism, and in particular, Jackson
Pollock’'s canonized action paintings. Phuthipis strongly drawn to
the manner in which the works are spontaneously produced and
seemingly derived from a point of the unconscious. In tandem,
Phuthip is also influenced by the Irish born figurative painter,
Francis Bacon, emotionally charged raw imagery and pursuit of
‘movement’ in painting. Both artists highly influential in Phuthip
formative years as an emerging artist developing his own voice.

Imagination Sanctuary is materialized by six new paintings
and will mark Phuthip’s recent exploration of semi-abstraction
in painting. Despite his youth, he has craved himself a niche
as a painter who uniquely invokes the multitudes of emotions
entangled in the human mind. While some are released and
others manage to escape, there are many that lingers on in the
subconscious. Through his choice of bold colors and expressive
brushstrokes, Phuthip has tapped into these buried emotions,
expulsing them into creative energy. The works come together
as a representation of this act of expulsion and limitless potential
of human imagination.
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“A place of imagination is at the edge of the truth” is a phrase
from Walter Schurian’'s 2005 book, Arte Fantastico, in which has
set me on a path of exploring the notion of ‘truth’ via the act of
creation and imagination in this exhibition.

These series of artworks were borned from the idea of borrowing
images from things, living creatures and the environment to
create new ones using My imagination. My intention is not to
be biased but to allow viewers to understand that everything is
interconnected within imagination and dreamscape. Nature is
meant to be balanced and when there isimbalance, chaos arises.
But despite this, there is a sense of serenity that is whispered
through the silence or perhaps it could merely be a spectre
lurking in the shadows, waiting to blind us from the natural order
of things, in a place known as ‘the edge of the truth’ where our
imagination lies.
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Pinky Island, 2019, Oil on canvas, 50 x 90 cm
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Oil on canvas
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After Sunset, 2019, Oil on canvas, 65 x 65 cm
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In The Living Room, 2019, Oil on canvas, 70 x 150 cm (triptcyh)
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Phuthip Chantaraksa

(b.1995) Nakhon Si Thammarat

Artist
Profile

Educations

2015-present  Bachelor of Fine Arts (Paintings),
Silpakorn University

2014 Nakhon Si Thammarat College of Fine Arts

Solo Exhibitions

2019 Imagination Sanctuary, Richard Koh Projects,
Bangkok

2017  About Time, Favour Café, Bangkok

Selected Group Exhibitions
2018 Hak-Mum Group Exhibition, I-box, Nakhon Pathom

2017  Magnificent Wonders of the Silk Road, Sunlove
Resort & Spa, Nakhon Pathom

2015 Water Color Exhibition to Celebrate Rattanakosin 234
Years, 333Gallery, Bangkok
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www.rkfineart.com
info@rkfineart.com

RICHARD KOH FINE ART

KUALALUMPUR

229 Jalan Maarof
Bukit Bandaraya, Bangsar
59000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Open Tuesday - Saturday: 10am - 7 pm
Tel: +6 (03) 2095 3300

SINGAPORE

Blk 47 Malan Road,
#01-26 Gillman Barracks,
Singapore 109444

Open Tuesday - Saturday: 11 am -7 pm
Tel: +65 6513 2640

RICHARD KOH PROJECTS

Unit A, 3rd Floor,
N22 Art Warehouse,2198/10-11,
Narathiwas Road soi 22,

Chong Nonsi, Yannawa,
10120 Bangkok, Thailand

Open Tuesday - Saturday: 11 am - 7 pm
Tel: +66 2037 6944

Richard Koh Projects is pop-up travelling artspace designed to
reflect new and innovative developments within South East Asian.
Programmed to bring a unique voice to the region, this pop-up
space is committed to present diverse emerging practices in hope
to illustrate the region’s fast-evolving art scene.
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