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Artist Statement
by Pen Robit, January 2020

Out Of This World consists of an imagined and metaphorical geography. 
One in which I am able to intimately engage with my inner voices and 
gradually observe ongoing human conditions and their milieu.
Situating Cambodia as a microcosmic entry point, the exhibition 
explores issues related to contemporary politics and the interference 
of military armed forces in specific socio-political landscapes.
In the last decade, we have witnessed several events where the military 
has played a critical role: The Thai coup d’état in 2014, Rohingya 
conflicts in Myanmar, the continuous uprising in Hong Kong, just to 
name a few. Cambodia is not spared - We continue to be dominated 
and maneuvered by the army and its cronies.
Out Of This World poses a larger philosophical question: What is the 
meaning of life? On further introspection, what is the meaning of my 
life? It is a personal quest for freedom. Within oppressed/repressed 
societies, in particular, those under heavy military surveillance, a 
liberated geography is arduous to establish and define.
The Out Of This World geography is a haven, a safe zone where I may 
find some solace and autonomy. I am at a crossroads where I can 
touch on the face of a perceived democracy. The happiness and relief 
I feel after completing this series of work is comparable to removing a 
thorn out of my chest, as the Cambodian saying goes.
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The Discreet Room

2020
Oil on canvas
155 x 200 cm
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The Operation
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Commander-in-Chief
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The Soldiers
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The Beauty of Dead
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The Court
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Waiting for the Rain
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The Factory
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Nightfall Adventure
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The Wedding
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New Hope
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Pen Robit (b. 1991, Cambodia) is an artist 
currently based in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 
He has been an artist in residence 
for OzAsia Festival Australia (2016), 
Peninsula Austronesia International Art 
and Culture Exchanges Taiwan (2015), the 
Memory Workshop with Vann Nath & Séra 
Ing in Phnom Penh, Cambodia (2009) and 
the South East Asian Workshop, Tep Seri 
Sok Sopha Studio in Chiang Mai, Thailand 
(2008). Selected exhibitions include Out Of 
This World, Richard Koh Fine Art, Malaysia 
(2020), Beyond, Tribe Cambodia (2018) 
and Thread, Sa Sa Art Projects, Cambodia 
(2018). Robit’s work attempts to represent 
Cambodia’s past, present and future socio -
political fabric. He draws influences from 
Cambodian cultural iconography as well 
as ongoing societal discourses.

Educations
2011 		 Pivaut Applied School of Art, Nantes, France 

2010	 Graduated from Phare Ponleu Selpak’s School of  
Visual and Applied Arts, Battambang, Cambodia 

Solo Exhibitions
2020	 Out Of This World, Richard Koh Fine Art, Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia

2018 	 Beyond, Tribe Cambodia, Siem Reap, Cambodia	

	 Thread, Sa Sa Art Projects, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

2013 	 Krama, Romeet Gallery, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

2012 	 Untitled, Romeet Gallery, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Selected Group Exhibitions
2020	 S.E.A. FOCUS, Gillman Barracks, Richard Koh Fine 

Art, Singapore

2019	 Art Expo Malaysia, Richard Koh Fine Art, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia

	 Hotel Art Fair, W Bangkok, Richard Koh Projects, 
Bangkok, Thailand

2015	 No Boundaries, Java Art Café, Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia

	 Art Exchange Project Indonesia & Cambodia, Asia 
Foundation, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

2015	 20 ANS ! Made in Cambodia, Galerie Impressions, 
Paris, France

2014 	 Made in Battambang, French Institute, Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia

2014 	 Southeast Asia: Figuratively Speaking, The East Gallery, 
Vancouver, Canada

2012 	 20 ANS (France Cambodge), French Institute, Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia

2011 	 Jurng Maek/Horizon, Make Maek Gallery, 
Battambang, Cambodia 

	 Untitled, Sammaki Gallery, Battambang, Cambodia 

2011 	 Untitled, Sammaki Gallery, Battambang, Cambodia 

2011 	 Black & White, Himawari Hotel, Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia

2010 	 The Memory Workshop, Bophana Center, Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia

2009 	 Woman under the light, CCF, Siem Reap, Cambodia

2008 	 Untitled, Lotus Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand 

Residencies & Workshops
2016	 OzAsia Festival (ADELAIDE) Australia

2015	 Peninsula Austronesia International Art and 
Culture Exchanges in Taiwan

2009 	 The Memory Workshop with Vann Nath & Séra 
Ing, Bophana Center, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

2008 	 South East Asian Workshop, Tep Seri Sok Sopha 
Studio, Chiang Mai, Thailand 



RICHARD KOH FINE ART

KUALA LUMPUR

229 Jalan Maarof
Bukit Bandaraya, Bangsar
59000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Open Tuesday – Saturday: 10 am – 7 pm

Tel: +6 (03) 2095 3300

RICHARD KOH PROJECTS

Unit A, 3rd Floor,
N22 Art Warehouse, 2198/10-11, 
Narathiwas Road Soi 22,
Chong Nonsi, Yan Nawa,
10120 Bangkok, Thailand

Open Tuesday – Saturday: 11 am – 7 pm

Tel: +66 2037 6944

w w w. r k f i n e a r t . c o m
@: info@rkfineart.com

SINGAPORE

Blk 47 Malan Road,
#01-26 Gillman Barracks, 
Singapore 109444

Open Tuesday – Saturday: 11 am – 7 pm

Tel: +65 6513 2640

Founded in 2005, with spaces in Kuala Lumpur, 
Bangkok and Singapore, Richard Koh Fine Art is 
committed to the promotion of Southeast Asian 
contemporary art on regional and international 
platforms. Centred around a core belief in 
developing an artist’s career, the gallery looks to 
identify understated, albeit promising practices, 
and providing it opportunities to flourish. 
Through its regular exhibition cycles, print & 
digital publications and cross-border gallery 
collaborations, Richard Koh Fine Art engages 
the art community with the aim of developing 
regional and intercultural dialogue.




