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Artist Statement

There is a flat and concealed world I am experiencing: the skimmed walls, the flat
screens, and the expressionless faces. Underneath the seamlessness there are many

we hide, such as pipes and wires, and emotions. My works from the recent years all
address similar issues on spiritual void that derive by digitalization. In this series of
works, I intend to reinterpret the aesthetics of ancient relief by exploring knife-carving
technique on the surface of the paintings. For me, this is an act of mining out possible
meaning from the void. Scratch after scratch, traces of daily images were synthesized,
as if floating in the 3-D modeling workspace, revealing my experience of hovering

between daily space, virtual space and spiritual space.

As I am familiar with being confined in the limited space of modernity, I find the
lockdown is one of the extreme versions that accelerated its development. Not only

did it try to limit my body, but also my mind was overloaded and predicted by the
Internet. The title “Two-Dimensional Man” echoes Herbert Marcuse’s description of
“One-Dimensional Man”. In the one-dimensional world of thought and behavior, the
ability of critical thinking and opposing behavior gradually disappears. In addition, the
“Two-Dimensional Man” is a metaphor I borrowed from the “Lying Flat” movement
initiated by the younger generation in China, suggesting a new attitude towards life:
lying flat, turning to a slow life, in order to leave room for thoughts, to correspond to

the scientific progressive social pressure. As a respond, this series of works hints at my

will of staying flat in the over-progressive modernity.

Zelin Seah
Kuala Lumpur, December 2021
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Works

Single-out

2021
Oil and aerosol spray on linen
200 x 120 cm

Exhibited at S.E.A. Focus, chance...constellations

Works
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In The Room
of Spirit and Time
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2020
Qil on linen
200 x 230 cm

Exhibited at S.E.A. Focus, chance...constellations

Works
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Overman

2020
Oil and aerosol spray on linen
200 x 180 cm

Exhibited at Richard Koh Fine Art, Singapore
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Works
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Point of departure

2021
Oil and aerosol spray on linen
145 x 90 cm

Exhibited at Richard Koh Fine Art, Singapore

12 Works
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One-like-many

2021
Oil and aerosol spray on linen
200 x 120 cm

Exhibited at Richard Koh Fine Art, Singapore

14 Works
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Slow Down !

2021
Oil and aerosol spray on linen
200 x 120 cm

Exhibited at Richard Koh Fine Art, Singapore

16 Works
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Really Breathe

2021
Oil and aerosol spray on linen
200 x 120 cm

Exhibited at Richard Koh Fine Art, Singapore
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Works
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Warm up first

2021
Oil and aerosol spray on linen
200 x 120 cm

Exhibited at Richard Koh Fine Art, Singapore

20 Works

Works
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Not—being—at—home

2021
Oil and aerosol spray on linen
145 x 90 cm

Exhibited at Richard Koh Fine Art, Singapore
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Throwness

2021
Oil and aerosol spray on linen
145 x 90 cm

Exhibited at Richard Koh Fine Art, Singapore
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Zelin Seah Education
b. 1980, Malaysia 2007 B.A.(Hons) in Fine Art, University of Central England, Birmingham

2002 Diploma in Illustration & Comic, The One Academy, Kuala Lumpur
Zelin Seah received BFA at University of Central England (2007).

Seah investigates the neglected ordinary spaces and objects
Awards

that constitute human activities. Having in appreciating the

2017 Silver, UOB Painting of The Year, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

aesthetic of the unseen, his process-based approach emphasizes 8 P 4

the negative space that eyes may miss. Often site-related, Seah’s 2016 Silver, UOB Painting of The Year, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

works deal with the limitations of space, and seeks possible 2014 Awardees, Platinum Achievers of The One Academy, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
ways to fill spiritual void. Seah uses materials that convey 2013 Awardees, The Young Guns Awards, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
metaphorical meaning to him, and always challenges formal 2011 Jury Recommended Works, 14th Japan Media Arts Festival, Tokyo, Japan

methods, from classic painting, etching, carving to weaving.

Residencies
Seah’s works have been acquired for public and private

2018 Residenz Cammin, Cammin Castle, Burg Stargard, Germany
collections, including ILHAM Gallery (2020), Singapore Art

Museum (2019), National Art Gallery Malaysia (2012) and 2017 AIR Frankfurt @ Basis E.V, Goethe-Institut & Lostgens, Frankfurt, Germany

University of Central England (2007). He has exhibited widely 2013 SAGER, Perahu Art Connection & HOM, Yogyakarta, Indonesia

internationally, including The National Art Center Japan (2011), SAGER, HOM Art Trans, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Saatchi Gallery United Kingdom (2014), Art Stage Singapore 2012 SAGER, Project Space Pilipinas & HOM, Manila, Philippines
(2015, 2016), and Cammin Castle Germany (2019). Seah has SEA Exchange, Open Society Foundation & New Zero Art Space, Yangon, Myanmar

been invited to join several residency programs, included: 2011 HOM Residency, HOM Art Trans, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Southeast Asia Exchange Residency SAGER (2012, 2013), AIR
Frankfurt (2017) and Residenz Cammin (2018). His awards

Public Collections
include: The Jury’s selection of recommended works at the 14th

Japan Media Arts Festival (2011), The Young Guns Awards ILHAM Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Malaysia (2013), and Silver for UOB Painting of The Year Singapore Art Museum, Singapore

Malaysia (2016, 2017). National Visual Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
HOM Art Trans, Selangor, Malaysia

University of Central England, United Kingdom
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Selected Solo Exhibitions

2022

2019

2018

2017

2016
2015

2011

Two-Dimensional Man, S.E.A. FOCUS,
Tanjong Pagar Distripark, Richard Koh Fine
Art, Singapore

Too Much Too Empty X = X i, Richard
Koh Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

In Awe of Things, Richard Koh Fine Art, Art
Expo Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Willst du mit ins gehen?, Basis E.V & Goethe-
Institut, Frankfurt, Germany

Swimmer, Taksu Gallery, Singapore

Hit The Ground and Blossom, Taksu Gallery,
Malaysia

Capturing Contemporary, Art Stage Project
Booth, Taksu Gallery, Marina Bay Sands,
Singapore

To Whom It May Concern: Being, HOM Art
Trans, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Selected Group Exhibitions

2020

2019

2018

2016

2015

In Our Own Frame: 15th Year Celebration,
Richard Koh Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

S.E.A. FOCUS, Gillman Barracks, Richard Koh

Fine Art, Singapore

Kunst im Park, Cammin Castle, Burg Stargard,

Germany

Residenz Cammin Exhibition, Cammin Castle,
Burg Stargard

Voice from the SEA, Artdoor Gallery, Taipei

Southeast Asia Exchange Reunion, National
Visual Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Bi Lateral Bonds, Taksu Gallery, Singapore &
Kuala Lumpur

Making, Shalini Ganendra Fine Art, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

Art Stage 2016, Taksu Gallery, Marina Bay
Sands, Singapore

Stories of 11 Artworks, HOM Art Trans, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

Art Expo, Taksu Gallery, Matrade Center,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Interface, Taksu Gallery, Singapore

Local’s Only, Taksu Gallery, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Recent Acquisitions, National Visual Art
Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

Prudential Eye Zone, curated by Nigel Hurst,
Saatchi Gallery, London

Prudential Malaysian Eye, curated by Nigel
Hurst, MAP@Publika, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Art Expo, Taksu Gallery, Matrade Center,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Freedom Under Construction, HOM Art
Trans, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

The Young Guns, Chan Hampe Gallery,
Singapore Concurrence, West Gallery, Manila

50/50 (with Yeoh Choo Kuan), Taksu Gallery,
Kuala Lumpur , Malaysia

The Young Guns, MAP@Publika, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Art Expo, G13 Gallery, Matrade Center, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

Figurative Trajectories, G13 Gallery, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

SAGER, Perahu Art Connection, Yogyakarta,
Indonesia

SAGER, HOM Art Trans, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Local’s Only, Taksu Gallery, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Transit A4, HOM Art Trans, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Members Only, National Visual Art Gallery, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

SAMA-SAMA, Boston Gallery, Manila,
Philippines
Southeast Asia Art Exchange, New Zero Art

Space, Yangon, Myanmar

In Death Row’s Shadow, KLSCAH, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Sequential Narrative, Galeri Chandan, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

Vertical or Horizontal, HOM Art Trans, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

MERAPI ERUPTION, HOM Art Trans, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

Pudu Community Art Festival, Pudu Plaza, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

Pameran Poskad 2010, My Art Space, Singapore
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Copyright © 2022
Richard Koh Fine Art Pte Ltd

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced

or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronically, including
photocopy, recording or any information storage and retrieval system,
without the prior consent from the artist and gallery.

All artwork images are courtesy of Richard Koh Fine Art and the artist.

Artist profile are credited to the artist.

Design by Pei Wen
Edited by Nor Harith

A digital catalogue for “Two-Dimensional Man”,

a solo exhibition by Zelin Seah in conjunction with
S.E.A. FOCUS 2022 at Tanjong Pagar Distripark,
#01-05, 39 Keppel Road, Singapore 089065

and the extension platform at

Richard Koh Fine Art

Blk 47 Malan Road, #01-26 Gillman Barracks,
Singapore 109444

as part of Singapore Art Week 2022
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Bukit Bandaraya, Bangsar,
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