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Life has changed as we 
know it. As we emerge from 
the pandemic, I often reflect 
upon the time we had spent 
under lockdown during these 
past 2 years. Those strange 
times spent with myself, and 
my paintings has led me to 
continually look inwards, to 
be more aware that one is 
never really fully in control of 
one’s life and that the world 
is constantly in flux and 
changing rapidly everyday.

During those times, I 
had spent many hours 
sitting and painting on 
an old red plastic stool. 
So much so that I have 
decided to depict it with 
other various chairs as 
main subject matter 
for a small body of 
works. I wanted to take 
the common everyday 
objects and use them 
as characters placed in 
different environments. 
Each chair has a 
personality to me and 
are able to tell intimate 
stories of class, identity 
and hierarchies. At the 
same time, they also 
provide a source of 
comfort from everyday 
life. If only chairs could 
talk, they could tell 
stories of struggle and 
respite.

Tell me everything #1

2022
Acrylic on canvas
76 x 61 cm
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I wanted to present 
them in uniformity 
and thought it would 
work in a presentation 
where various chairs 
of different stature 
and ‘class’ would all 
be facing in the same 
direction.

I feel that this reflects today’s society where 
we all seem to be moving towards the same 
direction, we use the same social platforms, 
consume the same media, took the same 
vaccines and seem to have much more 
shared experiences today than ever before 
and yet it seems that we are only getting 
more segregated by class, race and beliefs.
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Voyager

2022
Acrylic on canvas
91.5 x 175 cm
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Have we gotten any 
better in understanding 
and accepting each 
other even though we 
have much more in 
common experiences 
than before? In this age 
of hyper-connectivity 
and instant gratification, 
we can all look in one 
direction as quickly as 
we change to look at 
another.

Most of the environ-
ments in this body of 
works are then painted 
in and composed from 
various sources. Each 
space does not exist 
in reality as they are 
collaged and spliced to-
gether, some parts are 
also painted from imag-
ination. I wanted to cre-
ate a sense of ambiguity, 
as if painting serves as 
an unreliable documen-
tation. I am not really 
painting a still life neither 
am I really painting a 
landscape.

Composing each 
scene is a way for me 
to stitch together an 
imaginary reality.

I sit in silence to let my mind wander

2022
Acrylic on canvas
122 x 101.5 cm
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Judgement day

2022
Acrylic on canvas
85 x 146 cm
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I select objects and 
items that to me convey 
and contribute to a 
mood of the picture. It is 
more of a psychological 
exercise, like a flower 
arranger or botanist 
would do to create an 
arrangement.

The actual picture is 
seldom what matters 
to me when it comes 
to paintings, but the 
perception and feeling 
of the picture is what 
gives it it’s intrinsic 
value. Much like how the 
actual truth is not what 
matters these days, only 
the perception of things 
that will determine ‘new’ 
truths.

This ambiguity is what 
I think about often 
when I make paintings. 
This space allows me 
to ponder and to look 
inward hopefully to 
arrive at some state of 
resolution and to make 
sense of my place in 
the modern world. If 
anything, I find myself 
always in pursuit of a 
feeling.

Tell me everything #2

2022
Acrylic on canvas
50 x 61 cm

Tell me everything #3

2022
Acrylic on canvas
50 x 61 cm
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At the end of the day

2022
Acrylic on canvas
122 x 101.5 cm

Make yourself at home

2022
Acrylic on canvas
122 x 101.5 cm
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I want my pictures 
to provide a 
platform for me to 
achieve that. In a 
world that is always 
on the move, we 
keep forgetting at 
times to detach 
ourselves from the 
hustle and bustle 
of everyday life and 
to just sit down, 
contemplate and 
dream a little.

A daydream a day

2022
Acrylic on canvas
91.5 x 175 cm
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Justin Lim (b.1983, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia) 
completed his postgraduate studies in 2006 with 
the Master of Art (Fine Art) programme by The Open 
University UK conducted at Lasalle College of the 
Arts, Singapore after obtaining a BA(Hons) Fine 
Art majoring in painting. He has exhibited widely in 
Southeast Asia in various solo & group exhibitions 
and was the recipient of the 2008 Malaysia-Australia 
Visual Artist Residency at Rimbun Dahan, Malaysia. 
He has since held residencies at the Vermont 
Studio Center, USA (2011 - Asian Artist Fellowship/ 
Freeman Fellowship), Red Gate Gallery, Beijing (2013 
- Khazanah Nasional Artist Residency) and The 
Tasmanian College of the Arts, University of Tasmania, 
Australia (2016 - International Artist in residence).

Selected group 
exhibitions include 
the Asian Art Biennale: 
Viewpoints & Viewing 
points, Taiwan Museum 
of Fine Arts (2009), 
Modern Love, Earl Lu 
Gallery / Institute of 
Contemporary Art, 
Singapore (2015), 
Asia Young 36 / Asia 
Contemporary, a survey 
of contemporary Asian 
art practices, Jeonbuk 
Museum of Art, Jeonju, 
South Korea (2016) and 
Contemporary Chaos, 
curated by Demetrio 
Paparoni, Vestfossen 
Kunstlaboratorium, 
Norway (2018).

He currently lives and 
works in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia.
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Founded in 2005, with spaces in Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok and Singapore, Richard 
Koh Fine Art is committed to the promotion of Southeast Asian contemporary 

art on regional and international platforms. Centred around a core belief in 
developing an artist’s career, the gallery looks to identify understated, albeit 
promising practices, and providing it opportunities to flourish. Through its 

regular exhibition cycles, print & digital publications and cross-border gallery 
collaborations, Richard Koh Fine Art engages the art community with the aim of 

developing regional and intercultural dialogue. 
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