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Detail of If You Are Sad, Add More Lipstick and Attack - Coco Chanel (2022)
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Another day for me. Another day for you. Another day to seek comfort 
in the mundane and the ordinary. Time alone, a moment of self-care, 

all in the name of sustenance. Here are the stories of those around me, 
raw and genuine glimpses into everyday life.

This body of work depicts the most routine of acts. I felt it was only apt 
to use sombre and bleak hues to further illustrate the uneventfulness 
and normality in these paintings — picking up a book put down from 

the night before, a quick sketching session, a Sunday afternoon. These 
small moments, I have enlarged on to canvases. I hope that you may 

also feel the way of those painted, these captured fragments of simpler 
joys.

I want to show that life can be enjoyed slowed down. The recent years 
have helped me see that. Life could still be fulfilling. One doesn’t have 

to be an expert at life to celebrate it. People look back on their lives 
and measure it according to their big achievements and milestones, but 
growth sometimes has made its way into days you might not remember 

now. Everyday life is valuable — the bad times, the good times, 
everything in between, and everything that comes before and after. The 
hard and tiring is only part and parcel of the experience. Today’s ending 

simply means tomorrow’s beginning.
When people talk about “making the most of life”, they talk about grand 
adventures and crossing continents, but I have found “life” in everyday 

life and that is what this series is about.

Zac Lee

September 2022, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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Love is Love

2021   Oil on canvas   102 x 82 cm
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Now You See It, Now You Don’t

2022   Oil on canvas   66 x 66 cm
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Artist and Cat
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Blowing Bubbles

2022   Oil on canvas   102 x 82 cm



1716<
Companionable Silence

2021   Oil on canvas   92 x 153 cm
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If You Are Sad, Add More Lipstick and Attack - Coco Chanel
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Wine Lover
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Future Perfect

2021   Oil on canvas   102 x 82 cm
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Wolf
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Zac Lee (b.1968, Johor, Malaysia) has a diploma 
in Fine Arts from the Kuala Lumpur College 
of Art (1990) and a diploma in Illustration 
from The One Academy of Design (1993). In 
2006, he won a full sponsorship by Freeman 
Fellowship to the Vermont Studio Center, USA. 
In 2010, he was selected for the Three Shadows 
Residency in Beijing, China.
Lee was awarded as the finalist for the 
Sovereign Asian Art Prize in Hong Kong 
in 2014, as well as the silver award for 
UOB Painting of The Year 2020. He has 
been participating in local and international 
exhibitions since 2006, including The Peak 
Magazine’s 25th Anniversary, Galeri Petronas, 
Kuala Lumpur and ASIA WEEK NEW YORK, 
Louis K.Meisel Gallery, New York.
He currently resides in Kuala Lumpur, and 
teaches as a senior lecturer at Dasein Academy 
of Art, Kuala Lumpur.
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Founded in 2005, with spaces 
in Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok and 
Singapore, Richard Koh Fine Art 
is committed to the promotion 
of Southeast Asian contemporar y 
art on regional and international 
platforms. Centred around a core 
belief in developing an artist’s 
career, the galler y looks to identif y 
understated, albeit promising 
practices, and providing it 
opportunities to f lourish. Through 
its regular exhibition cycles, print 
& digital publications and cross-
border galler y collaborations, 
Richard Koh Fine Art engages 
the art community with the 
aim of developing regional and 
intercultural dialogue. 
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