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Another Day

Another day tor me. Another day for you. Another day to seek comfort in the mundane and the
ordinary. Time alone, a moment of self-care, all in the name of sustenance. Here are the stories of
those around me, raw and genuine glimpses into everyday life.

This body of work depicts the most routine of acts. I felt it was only apt to use sombre and bleak
hues to further illustrate the uneventfulness and normality in these paintings — picking up a
book put down from the night before, a quick sketching session, a Sunday afternoon. These small
moments, | have enlarged on to canvases. I hope that you may also feel the way of those painted,
these captured fragments of simpler joys.

[ want to show that life can be enjoyed slowed down. The recent years have helped me see that.
Life could still be fulfilling. One doesn't have to be an expert at life to celebrate it. People look
back on their lives and measure it according to their big achievements and milestones, but growth
sometimes has made its way into days you might not remember now. Everyday life is valuable

— the bad times, the good times, everything in between, and everything that comes before and
after. The hard and tiring is only part and parcel of the experience. Today's ending simply means
tomorrow’s beginning.

When people talk about “making the most of life’, they talk about grand adventures and crossing
continents, but I have found “life” in everyday life and that is what this series is about.

Zac Lee
September 2022, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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Zac Lee
Wolf
2022

Qil on canvas

188 x 122 <™
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Zac Lee
Future Perfect
2021

Qil on canvas

102x82"
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Zac Lee
Artist and Cat
2021

Qil on canvas
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Zac Lee
One Fine Day
2022

Qil on canvas

102x82"
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Zac Lee
Waiting A Breeze
2021

Qil on canvas

66x 112
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Zac Lee
Now You See It, Now You Don’t
2022

Qil on canvas

66x66 ™
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Zac Lee
Wine Lover
2021

Qil on canvas

66x66 "
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Zac Lee
Refresh
2022

Qil on canvas
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Zac Lee
(b.1968, Johor, Malaysia)

Zac Lee hasadiplomain Fine Arts from
the Kuala Lumpur College of Art (1990)
and a diploma in Illustration from The
One Academy of Design (1993).1n 2006,
he won a full sponsorship by Freeman
Fellowship to the Vermont Studio
Center, USA.In 2010, he was selected for
the Three Shadows Residency in Beijing,
China.

Lee was awarded as the finalist for the
Sovereign Asian Art Prize in Hong
Kongin 2014, as well as the silver award
for UOB Painting of The Year 2020.

He has been participating in local and
international exhibitions since 2006,
including The Peak Magazine’s 25th
Anniversary, Galeri Petronas, Kuala
Lumpurand ASTAWEEK NEW YORK,
Louis K.Meisel Gallery, New York.

He currently resides in Kuala Lumpur,
and teaches asa seniorlecturer at Dasein
Academy of Art, Kuala Lumpur.

Education

1993

1990

Diploma in Illustration, The One Academy of Design,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Diploma in Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur College of Art,
Malaysia

Solo Exhibition

2023

Another Day, Richard Koh Fine Art, Gillman Barracks,
Singapore

Group Exhibitions

2023

2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

ART SOLO 2023,EXPO Dome, Taipei Expo Park, Taiwan
(with Richard Koh Fine Art)

Royal Society of Portrait Painter Annual Exhibition 2023, Mall
Galleries, London

ARTAID 19, Publika Shopping Gallery, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Fabriano Acquarello, Italy
Urbino Acquarello, Italy
Ukraine Kharkiv

IWS Costa Rica

IWS Czech Republic

ARTAID18 DIRI, Publika Shopping Gallery, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

ARTAID17 BEBAS, Publika Shopping Gallery, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

LOOKTO SEE, Gallery Weekend Kuala Lumpur, SGFA

ARTAID16 Love for Sale, Publika Shopping Gallery, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

ASIAWEEK NEW YORK, Louis K.Meisel Gallery, New
York, US

KNOTTED NESTS, SGFA @ Gallery Residence

ASIAWEEK NEW YORK, Louis K. Meisel Gallery, New
York, US

LIFE OF PIE, SGFA @ Gallery Residence

MY COUNTRY, SGFA in association with Louis K. Meisel
Gallery, New York, US
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The Peak Magazine’s 25" Anniversary, Galeri
Petronas, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

2013 WHEN COME SPRING (?), SGFA @ Gallery
Residence

2012 CONVERSATIONIN YELLOW & BLUE,SGFA @
Gallery Residence

2011 TRUTH & DARE,SGFA @ Gallery Residence
TRUTH & FICTION ARE NOT STRANGERS, Tribes
Gallery, New York, US

2010 NEW SPECIES C-4,Kuala Lumpur Performing Art
Centre (KL Pac), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

2009 WHAT GOES UP, Shalini Ganendra Fine Art, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

2006 Red Mill Gallery, Vermont Studion Center, US

Awards

2020 Silver Award, UOB Painting of The Year

2014 Finalist, Sovereign Asian Art Prize, Hong Kong,
China

Residencies

2010 Three Shadows Residency, Three Shadows,
Beijing, China

2006 Freeman Fellowship, Vermont Studion Center,

USA
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20144 LIFE OF PIE, SGFA @ Gallery Residence

MY COUNTRY, SGFA in association with Louis K.
Meisel Gallery, New York, US

The Peak Magazine’ s 25™ Anniversary, Galeri
Petronas, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

20134 WHEN COME SPRING (?), SGFA @ Gallery
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Pen Robit

ART SOLO 2023

Richard Koh Fine Art



Rebuilding on the Black

The destruction left by the Khmer Rouge and years of conflict is felt across the different aspects of
Cambodia, including its culture, heritage, and architecture. French colonial buildings such as the
National Bank of Cambodia were destroyed as they were symbols of capitalism and the bourgeois
culture. Heritage buildings such as temples were either destroyed or have deteriorated due to
neglect and the lack of conservation. Even now, heritage sites like the White Building in Phnom
Penh are sold to developers in favour of urban buildings that can be used for profit such as office
towers or condominiums. As Cambodia heads towards urbanization and reconstruction, Robit’s
Rebuilding on the Black invites viewers to look at these efforts through a personal lens. It features a
series of twenty-three paintings to highlight the peripheral areas that require restoration such as “the
Education, the History and the Culture of the Kingdom.”

In his paintings, Robit constructs an imaginary metropolis by merging the different parts of
Cambodian society and portraying them in geometrical shapes such as rectangles, squares,

and triangles. Each shape represents a fundamental element in the new city’s architecture. They
also reflect the shapes of modern buildings that have been growing around Cambodia and the
Southeast Asian region. These shapes are then filled in with the pattern of a krama — a traditional
Cambodian scarf. The krama is a symbol of Cambodia’s national identity as well as a common
piece of garment worn by the working class and the people in the rural areas of the country. Here,
the krama is now portrayed as part of the architecture, acting like a foundation that one can build
upon.

The genesis of the series begins with a brushstroke of red paint. Robit then switches to black

paint and uses the same technique to cover the entire canvas. This is done so that the red paint
would be discreetly present, hidden under the black paint. Here, red and black signify both the
national history and the dark history of Cambodia respectively. Red also represents suftering while
black represents the unknown. Much like a master weaver using aloom, Robit employs paint

in a dripping method, turning the canvas into his form of textile. Using such a technique would
require what Jean Stoeckel refers to as having “marvels of patience.” It is as if Robit is transmuting
the essence of the krama into his painting, weaving its threads to (re)create infrastructures and
landscapes, making the imaginary tangible.

As awhole, the works contain a blend between harmony and contrast, fusing colours and forms,
a testament to the artist’s ways of experimentation. It is also a way for Robit to reinvent himselfin
these moments, allowing him to reconcile the disparity between imagination and reality.

RICHARD KOH
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Pen Robit
The Overlay 1
2022

Enamel paint on canvas

S0x40 "
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Pen Robit
The Overlay 2
2022

Enamel paint on canvas

S0x40 "
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Pen Robit
The Overlay 3

2022

Enamel paint on canvas

S0x40 "
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Pen Robit
Cityscape 1
2022
Enamel paint on canvas

60x60 ™
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Pen Robit
The Freedom

2022

Enamel paint on canvas
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Pen Robit
The Reconstruction Building
2022
Enamel paint on canvas

110x80 ™
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Pen Robit
The Diamond Island
2022
Enamel paint on canvas
155x200 <™
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Pen Robit

b.1991, Battambang, Cambodia

Pen Robitlives and works in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia. Robit’s work attempts
to represent Cambodia’s past, present and
future socio-political fabric. He draws
influences from Cambodian cultural
iconography as well as ongoing societal
discourses.

He has been selected as an artist-in-
residence for the following: OzAsia
Festival (ADELAIDE) Australia (2016);
Peninsula Austronesia International
Artand Culture Exchanges in Taiwan
(2015); The Memory Workshop with
Vann Nath & Séra Ing, Bophana Center,
Phnom Penh, Cambodia (2009); South
East Asian Workshop, Tep Seri Sok Sopha
Studio, Chiang Mai, Thailand (2008). Solo
exhibitions include: Wings of Tomorrow
(2022), Silapak Trotchaek Pneik (YK

Art House) Cambodia; Out Of This World
(2020), Richard Koh Fine Art, Malaysia;
Beyond (2018), Tribe Cambodia, Siem
Reap, Cambodia; Thread (2018), Sa Sa Art
Projects, Phnom Penh, Cambodia,and
Krama (2013),and Untitled (2012), both at
Romeet Gallery, Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Education

2011
2010

Pivaut Applied School of Art, Nantes, France

Graduated from Phare Ponleu Selpak’s School of Visual
and Applied Arts, Battambang, Cambodia

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2022

2020

2018

2013
2012

Rebuilding on the Black, Richard Koh Fine Art, Gillman
Barracks, Singapore

The Ontology of Form and Colors, with Silapak Trotchaek Pneik
(STP)Gallery, Rosewood Phnom Penh Hotel, Cambodia

Wings of Tomorrow, Silapak Trotchaek Pneik (STP)Gallery,
in collaboration with Richard Koh Fine Art, Phnom Penh,
Cambodia. Curated by Reaksmey Yean

Out Of This World, Richard Koh Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Beyond, Tribe Cambodia, Siem Reap, Cambodia
Thread, Sa Sa Art Projects, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Krama, Romeet Gallery, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Untitled, Romeet Gallery, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Selected Group Exhibitions

2023

2022

2021

2020

2019

RICHARD X

ART SOLO 2023, EXPO Dome, Taipei Expo Park, Taiwan
(with Richard Koh Fine Art)

Diverse Visions, Richard Koh Fine Art, Gillman Barracks,
Singapore

The Space In Between, Silapak Trotchaek Pneik (STP)Gallery
in collaboration with Sa Sa Art Projects, Phnom Penh,
Cambodia. Curated by Meta Moeng

The Angkor International Festival of the Arts, FCC Angkor, Siem
Reap, Cambodia

Soft Launching and Fundraiser, Silapak Trotchaek Pneik (STP)
Gallery, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

S.E.A.FOCUS, Gillman Barracks, Richard Koh Fine Art,
Singapore

Art Expo Malaysia, Richard Koh Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Hotel Art Fair, W Bangkok, Richard Koh Projects, Bangkok,
Thailand
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2015 No Boundaries,Java Art Café, Phnom Penh,
Cambodia

Art Exchange Project Indonesia & Cambodia, Asia
Foundation, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

20 ANS!Made in Cambodia, Galerie Impressions,
Paris, France

2014  Madein Battambang, French Institute, Phnom Penbh,
Cambodia

Southeast Asia: Figuratively Speaking, The East Gallery,
Vancouver, Canada

2012 20 ANS (France Cambodge), French Institute, Phnom
Penh, Cambodia

2011  Jurng Maek/Horizon, Make Maek Gallery,
Battambang, Cambodia

Untitled, Sammaki Gallery, Battambang, Cambodia

Black & White, Himawari Hotel, Phnom Penh,
Cambodia

2010  The Memory Workshop, Bophana Center, Phnom
Penh, Cambodia

2009  Woman under the light, CCF, Siem Reap, Cambodia
2008  Untitled, Lotus Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Residencies & Workshops
2016 OzAsiaFestival (ADELAIDE), Australia

2015 Peninsula Austronesia International Artand
Culture Exchanges, Taiwan

2009  The Memory Workshop with Vann Nath & Séra Ing,
Bophana Center, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

2008 South East Asian Workshop, Tep Seri Sok Sopha
Studio, Chiang Mai, Thailand
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Pen Robit
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XA % M4 % 42 (ADELAIDE) , 2015
FEENFHERE R B REM R
REH, 20094 k¥ & £#Vann Nath
#oS éra Ing L H 89 & TA4EL, 2008
4 % B #i#% 49 Tep Seri Sok Sopha T4k
£ 4., RobitZL 6918 & % 7 £ R &,
BARBHEFRES, Lbats: 20224
{(Wings of Tomorrow) , 20204 {Out
of This World ) , 20184 (Beyond) #=
(Thread) .

HEH

20114 Pivaut Applied School of Art, =&, &4

20104 Graduated from Phare Ponleu Selpak’ s School of Visual
and Applied Arts, 52, RHE
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20224 Rebuilding on the Black, Richard Koh Fine Art, Gillman
Barracks, Singapore

The Ontology of Form and Colors, with Silapak Trotchaek
Pneik (STP) % /&, Rosewood Phnom Penh Hotel, &3 &

{Wings of Tomorrow) Reaksmey Yean# &, Silapak
Trotchaek Pneik (STP) %4, 4%, R#%E.

20204 Out Of This World, Richard Koh Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

2018% Beyond, Tribe & i 42, RIHE

Thread, Sa Sa Art Projects i#42, R &
20134 Krama, Romeet Gallery & ft, 4%, R#HE
20124 Untitled, Romeet Gallery % 5, 4%, R#EE

20234 ART SOLO 2023, EXPO Dome, Taipei Expo Park, Taiwan
(with Richard Koh Fine Art)

Diverse Visions, Richard Koh Fine Art, Gillman Barracks,
Singapore

20224 The Space In Between, Silapak Trotchaek Pneik (STP) & j 52
Sa Sa Art Projects &1, Rt &E &%, FEAMeta Moeng

20214 The Angkor International Festival of the Arts, FCC Angkor, i#
=R &S

Soft Launching and Fundraiser, Silapak Trotchaek Pneik (STP)
TR, &% REE

20204 S.E.A. FOCUS, Gillman Barracks, Richard Koh Fine Art, #7 Av3%
20194 Art Expo Malaysia, Richard Koh Fine Art, ¥ &%, BA&HE

Hotel Art Fair, W Bangkok, Richard Koh Projects, %4, &
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20154 No Boundaries, Java Art Caf é, &% R3H &

Art Exchange Project Indonesia & Cambodia, Asia
Foundation, &% &34 &

20 ANS | Made in Cambodia, Galerie Impressions,
BA ik

20144 Made in Battambang, B 4 &, 4% R K

Southeast Asia: Figuratively Speaking, The East
Gallery, B #m& X

20124 20 ANS (France Cambodge), # B b &, 4% R

20114 Jurng Maek/Horizon, Make Maek %5, %H{&%Z &

Untitled, Sammaki /&, %Hi&%2, RHE
Black & White, Himawari & /&, 4%, &HE

20104 The Memory Workshop, Bophana ¥, 4% k%

20094 Woman under the light, CCF, i# %%, R 3 &
20084 Untitled, Lotus Hotel, #i#%, & &
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20164 OzAsia Festival (ADELAIDE), # X #) %
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RICHARD KOH
FINE ART

® www.rkfineart.com
& info@rkfineart.com

SINGAPORE

Blk 47 Malan Road,
#01-26 Gillman Barracks,
Singapore 109444

Open Tuesday - Saturday: 11am -7 pm
© +656513 2640
© +659139 8681

THAILAND

Peterson Building,

712/1,9* Floor, Sukhumvit Rd,
Khlong Tan, Khlong Toei,
Bangkok 10110, Thailand

Open Tuesday - Saturday: 11 am -7 pm
© +662037 6944
© +66 959529427

MALAYSIA

229,Jalan Maarof,
Bukit Bandaraya, Bangsar,
59100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Open by appointment only
© +60320953300
© +60193305112
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